
Psalm 23 
:1-4 

Psalm 23:1-4 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not 
want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he 
leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: 
he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his 
name's sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with 
me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

Psalm 23 is probably the most known Scriptures. 
Quoted often (but wrongly) at funerals. 
Can be divided into two parts: 
1. The Lord my Mighty Shepherd. 
2. The Lord my Magnificent Host. 

It can be also divided into three parts: 
1. God provides. 
2. God banishes fear. 
3. God sustains. 

The Lord my  Mighty Shepherd 

It's interesting that shepherds were hated in Egypt. 

Genesis 46:34 For every shepherd is an abomination 
unto the Egyptians. 

God, hated by the world, is pleased to be our Shepherd. 
The title stands for love, care and compassion. 



It stands for protection and provision. 
The sheep cannot provide any of this for themselves. 
Jesus is our Good Shepherd. 

John 10:2-4 But he that entereth in by the door is the 
shepherd of the sheep. To him the porter openeth; and 
the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep 
by name, and leadeth them out. And when he putteth 
forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the 
sheep follow him: for they know his voice. 

John 10:11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd 
giveth his life for the sheep. 

All we are called to do is: 
1. Hear His voice. 
2. Follow Him. 
3. Flee from strangers. 

With this in place, all of our needs are met in Christ. 
Here are some precious promises relating to this:  

Psalm 84:11 For the Lord God is a sun and shield: the 
Lord will give grace and glory: no good thing will he 
withhold from them that walk uprightly. 

Psalm 34:9-10 O fear the Lord, ye his saints: for there is 
no want to them that fear him. The young lions do lack, 
and suffer hunger: but they that seek the Lord shall not 
want any good thing. 



Philippians 4:19 But my God shall supply all your need 
according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 

Matthew 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and 
his righteousness; and all these things shall be added 
unto you. 

Romans 8:32 He that spared not his own Son, but 
delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him 
also freely give us all things? 

The psalmist is expounds on this thought. 
He speaks of the Shepherd being there for us. 
This implies not only physical needs. 
It speaks of more important spiritual needs. 
Four areas are met here in verse 2: 

1. Rest (lie down). 
2. Sustenance (green pastures). 
3. Refreshment (still waters). 
4. Guidance (leadeth me). 

This leading brings us to pleasant places (:2). 
It also leads us on the paths of righteousness (:3). 
He leads us to green pastures. 
He also leads through the valley of the shadow of death (:4). 
But notice that even in the wilderness He still guides. 
His rod and staff: 
Keep away the wolves. 
Assures us He is there even if we don't see Him. 



Bad times do exist on the path of righteousness. 
But the Good Shepherd is there with us throughout. 
No matter how many enemies there are. 

Hebrews 13:5-6 Let your conversation be without 
covetousness; and be content with such things as ye 
have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor 
forsake thee. So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my 
helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me. 

Notice how the provision is supplied before the trial.  
He empowers us for our walk in Him. 
He strengthens us to follow Him. 
The Holy Spirit. 
The Scriptures. 
All for His glory (His name's sake).


